
 
Introduction to Teaching Technology 

  
Instructor: Mr. Sravan Suryadevara (Mr. Sravan) 
Email: suryadevara@hsamckinley.org 
Phone: 908-432-5330 
Room: 181 
Tutoring: By Appointment or MWR 
 
Course Description 
Students will act as Teacher Assistants (TAs), gaining a perspective of technology education as 
a teacher, and inspiring young students to become future STEAM leaders. For the first 
semester, each TA will be assigned a group of students who will form a FIRST LEGO League 
team and follow the FIRST Steps curriculum. TAs will be responsible for mentoring and guiding 
their team till the FIRST LEGO League qualifier in December. For the second semester, TAs will 
design and implement unique lessons that will incorporate project-based Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM) activities. They will have the opportunity to research and 
learn about modern pedagogy as it relates to technology.  
 
Course Objectives 

● Mentor and guide younger students 
● Create and implement lesson plans  
● Adjust curriculum to student needs 
● Identify various instructional strategies  
● Collaborate with others to ensure coordinated instruction 

 
Grading Policy 
 
Lesson Plans - 30% 
TAs will formulate lesson plans for an entire week once a month. This includes outlining all the 
activities students will be doing for each day, preparing any assignments needed, and ensuring 
the schedules for projects are met. All Lesson Plans will be due at 12pm the day before the 
beginning of the week, usually Sunday. 
 
Participation - 40% 



Graded on a weekly basis, and determined by involvement and active participation with their 
team. TAs should lead team discussions, monitor and guide individual students’ work, and 
encourage participation of their team members. 
 
Grading - 15% 
TAs are responsible for grading their team members and must input all grades into the 
gradebook by 8th period of next Monday. Grading will include participation, assignments, and 
Core Values. 
 
Weekly Review - 15% 
At the end of the week, TAs will convene to review the week’s progress, adjust the schedule or 
lesson plans, and discuss plans for going forward. Each TA should be prepared to discuss the 
following questions: 

- What went well this week? 
- Do we need to adjust lesson plans or schedule? 
- What to keep doing? 
- What to start doing? 
- What to stop doing? 

 
Midterm 
The first semester will be completely focused on preparing for the FIRST LEGO League 
qualifier. Therefore, the midterm will be how the TA’s team does in competition. It will be an 
average of all 4 components of the FIRST LEGO League program, and based on the rubrics. 
 
Final 
There will be two components for the Final: Reflection and Feedback. TAs will need to present a 
reflection about their year in the class which can be in the form of a presentation, essay or 
video. Additionally, students from LEGO Robotics will provide feedback on how the TAs helped 
them achieve the following Core Values: Discovery, Innovation, Impact, Inclusion and Fun. 
 
Course Expectations 
Introduction to Teaching Technology will run in conjunction with the middle school LEGO 
Robotics class. Since TAs will be working directly with students it is important to be mindful of 
the actions they take. TAs must strive to be role model HSA students at all times, especially 
during class. TAs need to exemplify the following expectations: 

1. EFFORT. Trying is the first step to success. There may be times failure seems imminent 
but it is vital to keep moving forward. 

2. RESPONSIBILITY. Others are counting on you to deliver on what you signed up for. 
Make sure you are punctual, and prepared. 

3. RESPECT. Be respectful to others, they will help you achieve your goals. Treating our 
classroom and equipment well means future opportunities for other students.  

4. QUALITY. Only accept the highest quality from yourself, not just the minimum. Your 
education and others’ relies on your work, so put your best effort forward. 



5. EXPERIENCE. Learn and enjoy. This class is likely a new exposure, embrace it fully. 
Learn from each other, and your students. Most importantly, being a teacher and a 
mentor can bring lots of joy. Enjoy those moments! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
By signing below, I _____________________________, and my parent/guardian 
  (student’s name) 

___________________________, have read and acknowledge the rules, regulations and policies 
 (parent/guardian’s name) 

outlined in the syllabus for Introduction to Teaching Technology. 
  
Student’s Signature: __________________________________ Date: ____________ 
  
Parent’s Signature: __________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 


